Between the Lines 


152 Madison Avenue 
New York City 


THE CHRISTIAN LAYMAN’S INFORMATION SERVICE 


Cuartes A. Wetts, Editor 


CONDENSED, NON-DENOMINATIONAL Grace Lozier, Ass’t Editor 





Vol. 1, No. 24 


November 23, 1942 








An Unusual Gift 


A Christmas present that is val- 
uable, lasting and inexpensive! 
Solve your gift problems by giving 
subscriptions to Between The 
Lines. Send us the names of those 
you want to receive this unusual 
gift, with the subscription pay- 
ment of $1.00 each enclosed, and 
we will send them a special! Christ- 
mas card informing them of your 
remersbrance. 











Americans in Africa 


This question is being asked: Why 
were American forces used to invade 
French North Africa instead of other 
United Nations units? Experts on 
French Africa in Washington and New 
York have been very blunt in their ex- 
planations. It was well known that the 
French Colonial forces would have given 
much greater resistance to a British in- 
vasion, for the simple reason that 
France, Germany and England have been 
trying to steal each other’s colonies for 
500 years. 


While American statesmen have been 
continuously swindled and outmaneuvr- 
ed by European statesmen—or were they 
merely less grasping?—, this compara- 
tively decent record of American diplo- 
macy gives us the priority to honor in 
the delicate situation of facing the 
French-held Mohammendan world. This 
is much nearer to the ground floor veiw 
than that the British have shoved us in 
to save their own necks, an interpreta- 
tion being widely voiced in many Amer- 
ican circles. There are, no doubt, plenty 
of British imperialist-tories who have 
worked to that end, but in realistic 
honesty we must face the fact that there 
have been many more English lads killed 
already in Africa in this war than we 
will likely ever lose there. 


It might be well to add here that 
those who may have charged Between 
The Lines with being anti-British are 
completely wrong and false in their ac- 
cusations. We are pro-English in every- 
thing that English democracy stands for, 
but anti-imperialistic because imperial- 
ism as it stands in the light of modern 
thought is recognized as a chief cause 
of war and contrary to the social im- 
plications of Christian teaching. We 
humbly submit to you the provable fact 
that since our first issue we have drawn 
a line that now stands parallel to the 
viewpoints and recent utterances of 
Wendell Wilkie, Vice-President Wallace, 
Sumner Welles and others who have 
been advancing the thesis that the true 
American democratic policy must press 
for the liberation and spiritual realiza- 
tion of the common man in all parts of 
the world. 


Pause to Ponder 


It is well known that Russia expects to gain some territory in the Balkans out 
of the war, and it is equally well known that London stands in agreement to 
the deal. Also it is openly suggested that France may lose control of Madagascar 
to the British in exchange for further holdings in Africa taken from Mussolini’s 
short-lived empire. Britain has already let it be known that she expects to get 
her hands back on Hong Kong, Singapore and possibly some of the Dutch terri- 
tories that the Dutch have been unable to defend. Of course it will all be done 
under the most polite diplomatic terms, but these above items are familiar topics 
of discussion in diplomatic circles. But why should we be surprised? Lord Rid- 
dle, the man closest to Lloyd George in 1919, has recorded that, in returning from 
Versailles, Lloyd George remarked, “Well, Woodrow Wilson has gone home with 
a bundle of assignates (I.0.U.’s). I have returned with a pocket full of sovereigns 
in the shape of German colonies. Every one to his taste”. 


American statesmen are not the perpetrators of such villainy—they have been 
the victims. The conscientious serene old gentleman who heads our State Depart- 
ment is sincere and Christian in his ideals and action. But his influence does 
not go far and, like Wilson, he is oblivious to undercurrents even in the diplomatic 
circles in Washington. Pearl Harbor to proof. Our State Department sensed 
danger in the diplomatic muddle with Japan and tried to warn the War Depart- 
ment, but the State Department’s grasp of the situation and the words of warn- 


ing were so feeble and confused that the sharp, crafty enemy had everything his 
own way. 


Such talk of “who gets which” is legitimate, legal and customary right now in 
diplomatic circles in Washington, but if the average citizen, whose son is fight- 
ing the war and whose money is paying for it, points to the dangerous fallacy of 
such statesmanship, he is charged with being unpractical and unpatriotic. 


Two Ways 


At a recent conference of the American Academy of Political Science, Henry 
J. Kaiser, the great shipbuilder who has astounded the world with his new methods 
and achievements, explained the secret of his miracles. First, he said it was 
welding instead of rivets in ship construction, and second, it was human under- 
standing and mutual respect between himself and his workers instead of the out- 


worn system of paternalism, suspicion and-greed that has characterized too many 
industrial-labor relations. 


In a speech on the same day the head of the National Manufacturers Associa- 
tion, W. D. Fuller, blamed labor for most of our ills and stated that strikes, sick 


absenteeism and workers’ accidents were the causes of our man power difficulties. 


In these two voices—Kaiser and Fuller—you see what holds back progress and 
what creates it—on the side of big business. 


Nazi Soldiers Turn To Religion 


There have been interesting reports reaching America concerning the fact that 
many Nazi soldiers captured in Africa were wearing small silver and gold crosses 


around their necks and carrying bibles in their pockets. This confirms the in- 
formation we passed on to you several months ago that a tide of religious interest 
was seeping through the Nazified German army. It has been reported for some 
time that wounded German soldiers and those on furlough from Russia were 
beginning to appear in large numbers in church services in Germany to the con-~ 
sternation of their Nazi over-lords who have taught the German soldiers that 
they must hate religion and the church. 


We believe that this turning of German youth in uniform back to the church 
is a more hopeful sign than announcements of allied victories. The quickest and 
most complete way to defeat Naziism is from within. While political leaders have 
spent billions to defeat Naziism from without, a small portion of our interest, 
investments and coinage could have promoted the collapse of Naziism from within 
long ago by the support of those great Christian forces in Germany that have 
never bowed the neck to Hitler. But you see, profits are not made on prayers, 


Christian visitation, vision and courage. Profits are made on steel, leather, textiles 
and chemistry. 
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But Canterbury’s Courage 
(Continued from middle page) 


of the issue of credit in what he regards as his fight for the 
welfare of his people after the war. Though he spoke as an 
individual, he made the point that his clerical colleagues shouid 
not feel hesitant in following his lead. He expressed the opinion 
that these changes could be achieved without full nationaliza- 
tion, but he believes that ownership must become steadily less 
important compared with the importance of direction and 
management. “What matters”, he said, “is that those who direct 
and manage should regard themselves as servants of the public 
and partners of all others rather than as agents for the owners”. 
He outlined some of the “musts” for post-war society as decent 
homes and food for all and education for everyone up to the 
age of 18, and he emphasized that the Christian aim must be 
toward a life ordered in the public interest which today involves 
a “definite attack upon a number of so-called vested interests”. 
Another speaker on the same program was American Ambas- 
sador John G. Winant who said, “There can be no true democ- 
racy unless man’s political rights and his economic security both 
are assured”. 


Child Labor Repeal? 


They are still pushing that bill in Congress to remove the ban 
on child labor in the sugar beet fields. If the bill should be- 
come a law, it will let down the bars in every industry for the 
utilization of child labor. It has taken generations of hard 
struggle to safeguard the children of America from exploitation, 
and we should be on guard against any move, no matter how 
high-sounding, that might lead to the destruction of these gains. 
The argument is advanced that farm families need their chil- 
dren now to help with the necessary food production. But there 
are no laws to prohibit a farmer’s children from helping in their 
own family’s farm production. The laws in force now prevent 
the large incorporated beet and sugar growers (who are really 
landed industrialists instead of farmers, as the word farmers 
is generally used) from bringing in large groups of under- 
privileged children from improverished areas to work at low 
wages. One lobbyist in Washington for the beet growers even 
got out publicity to prove that hoeing and pulling beets eight 
or more hours a day was healthy, inspiring and beneficial work 
for children. What would you think if your children from 7 to 
12 years were involved? 

Again Between The Lines pays tribute to the English who look 
to the truly democratic future for which the United Nations 
are fighting. But, with such great English voices as that of 
the present Archbishop of Canterbury, we challenge the motives 
of those who hope to go back to the old war-producing ways of 
imperialism and exploitation of men and materials. We join 
with the Englishmen who ask that war aims be clarified at home 
and abroad, that the Christian principle of sharing be the motif 
for the after-war design of our society. 
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Management-Labor Conferences 


Do you remember our report to you some months ago about 
management-labor conference boards that administration leaders 
were seeking to promote as a new step in the progress of “re- 
conditioning” industry? Since our first report, more progress 
has been made along this line than was expected. However, 
the majority of industrialists are suspicious of the idea until 
they try the plan of actually letting delegated employees sit in 
on conference planning boards with the employers. It is then 
that men discover how decent the other fellow is and that, after 
all, every man seeks the same things in life. This is a quiet 
inauspicious movement, but we feel the Christian mind should 
observe it with interest and hope. 

To support our interest, it might be well to report that the 
same movement of labor sharing in management has been wide- 
ly adopted in England and is very very enthusiastically wel- 
comed by some of the most noted British industrialists. An in- 
crease in production and the lifting of morale has been the 
general result. If it will work effectively in the old traditional 
systems of England, we have a right to expect much from the 
idea in America. 


Negro Soldiers in England 


The English have accepted the American negro in uniform 
on much the same level they accept the white soldier. But 
among the white American troops are many southerners of the 
intolerant type who shove negroes off sidewalks, refuse to sit 
in the same restaurant with them or object to their presence 
in the same theatre or bar. The English have welcomed the 
negro to the same bars or eating establishments that serve the 
English soldiers and which have been thrown open to the Amer- 
ican forces. Many embarrassing and sometimes very serious 
difficulties have arisen when southern troops or petty officers 
have endeavored to “put the negroes in their place”. What is 
more, when these disturbances have arisen, frequently the Brit- 
ish soldiers have taken sides with the negroes. Little of this 
has been reported in the press but its influence upon the at- 
titudes of thousands of young negroes abroad wi!l be profound 
and lasting. 


Typewriter Strategists 


David Laurence, leading Washington commentator, recently 
said that “Typewriter strategists,” who have been severely flay- 
ed by President Roosevelt and by big shot admirals and gen- 
erals, have had a better understanding of the aircraft carrier 
and its design and use than did the official American strategists. 
The “typewriter strategists” advocated a large number of smaii 
carriers, while the official strategists bet everything on a few 
giant carriers. The Japanese took the typewriter strategists’ 
advice. They now have carriers to spare. 





